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INTRODUCTION
This epistle is seeing the light of day in response to the Covid-19, or Corona 
Virus, being the cause to postpone our lunch meetings until further notice.
The ProBus Club Horley & District’s Committee wants to stay in touch with the 
Members and the Members to stay in touch with each other.   
It is very important, in the situation we find ourselves in, to be “connected”.
Complete isolation from our friends/family is a dangerous thing.
The majority of our Members have access to email - only 4 don’t - and those 4 
will receive “proBITS”  in printed form.   Hopefully, they’ll relay their words of 
wisdom in a more traditional manner, like snailmail or even pigeonpost !

The  “proBITS” newsletter can only exist successfully with the cooperation of 
all Members concerned, that must be obvious to everybody.   
I plead therefore with all Members to make a contribution, however small.

The email address for “proBITS”  contributions is :

jpdl.probus@icloud.com

this is a change of address
As a guideline : maximum about 850 words. 

If pics included, deduct 30 words per pic.
Text in plain A4 Word document/email.  

Pics separately attached, in JPG or JPEG format.
Please note : your copy may be edited !

 If you submit early enough you’ll receive a proof print.

Please email or mail your contribution for the 7th issue, to be received at the 
latest on Tuesday the 6st of October - as always : a week before issue.
Each issue will land in your mailbox on the second Tuesday of the month, the 
same day we would have had lunch.
Many organisations have a newsletter of some sort.   Virtually all of them 
struggle to get pages filled.   I really hope that the ProBus Club of Horley 
& District, with all its Members having (had) interesting professional lives & 
interests, will prove to be an exception to the rule.
And no, you can’t use the excuse that you don’t have the time .....                                                                            

John De Lang, editor
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13 Years of Volunteering for the National Trust.
There are people who say they could sit and stare at a roaring fire for hours, 
lost in the moment. I get that, but for me, I am a person who likes to be busy. 
When I retired, I knew I would have to find something to do.
Christine and I had been members of the National Trust for many years and 
it occurred to me, when visiting Coleton Fishacre and watching and talking 
to a few volunteers, that this might be something I would like to do.   As I like 
the outdoors, I knew that being a room guide would not suit me.   Therefore, 
I started to make enquiries about garden volunteering at properties within a 
fifteen mile radius of Horley.   One property required the volunteers to have a 
horticultural qualification but Standen responded in a more positive way.
I remember my first 
day well.   I woke up to 
pouring rain.   Should 
I turn over or get up ? 
Fortunately, I made the 
right decision and was 
met at Standen by the 
Head Gardener, James. 
I also met with a few 
volunteers in the stable 
yard, which is not open 
to the public but also 
serves as our tea room. 
At that time there was no interview system or meeting the 
rest of the team, as there is now, it was straight in at the deep end. 
Because it was still raining cats and dogs, James decided that, before we 
got into gardening, he needed help to move his office to another part of the 
property, which took most of the morning. After lunch we started gardening.
Over the years I have seen so many changes.  The volunteers have come and 
gone, some due to personal circumstances, others have not liked the hard 
work that can be involved.  For me, I have had many laughs and learnt a lot. 
With Covid 19 the property has been closed to volunteers for several months. 
The last time I volunteered was March 12th.   Before this, to my recollection, 
I have only been contacted once not to come in and that was because of a 
storm in the winter of 2017.  I have worked in most conditions, rain, snow and 

STANDEN. Roy Page 2013
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on the odd occasion, sunshine !     James has steered the ship through some 
tricky situations and many changes in the gardening team.   Had it not been 
for James, with his enthusiasm and encouragement, there would not be as 
many volunteers as there are today.
Before lockdown, volunteers could go to Standen most days with different 
groups - kitchen garden, woods group, general gardening.   There are also 
some specialist groups - bee keeping, construction, garden tour guides and 
plant propagating to name a few.
When I started to volunteer, Friends of Standen Estate, which helps to raise 
money for the garden estate, was in its infancy.   After a couple of years I was 
invited on to the committee and a few years later again I took on the role of 
Membership Secretary.   I have seen the membership grow from 74 to 134.
“Potted” Standen History :
Standen was designed by Arts and Craft architect Philip Webb and was built 
between 1891 and 1894 for James and Margret Beale.   James was a London 
solicitor, specialising in legal work on the emerging railways.    Margaret’s 
ancestry could be traced back to Oliver Cromwell.   At the age of fifty, having 
made his money opening a London branch of the family firm, James wanted a 
country house he could enjoy with his wife and seven children - Amy, Maggie, 
John, Sydney, Dorothy, Sam and Helen – at the weekends and during the 
holidays and a house for when James retired.
As with the house, the garden was for relaxing in with plenty of terraces 
to take in the views.    A kitchen garden was created to supply the family 
kitchen.   Margaret loved her garden and for several years the volunteers and 
gardeners have been restoring the garden to how it was in her day.
James died in 1912 and Standen was left in a family trust run by Margaret 
and her two unmarried daughters, Helen and Maggie.    Margaret died in 
1936, at the age of 89, leaving Maggie and Helen to look after the house. 
When Maggie died in 1947, Helen, alone ran Standen.     She approached 
the National Trust the year before her death in 1972 to offer up the house. 
Between then and the Trust opening the house in the late 1970s Standen was 
known as a very happy house.    One of my other pastimes is painting and 
this is one of my efforts of Standen in missed media.    If you haven’t yet visited 
Standen, it’s well worth the trip to East Grinstead and if my tale has whetted 
your appetite for volunteering at the National Trust, I would be happy to talk 
with you about it. contributed by Roy Page
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Photo of the month
will YOURS be here, in the next issue ?

Singapore - view from the roof garden of the Marina Bay Sands Hotel, which is 600 feet high.
Nikon D90,   ISO1600,   18mm,   f 3.5   1/6 sec.  handheld.

© JohnDeLang

Bubble Colour.
The colours of bubbles, and the wings of most moths and butterflies, are 
produced by optical interference between rays of light in thin films.  At each 
reflection point some light is reflected and some goes through.  In this article 
we consider light as a wave function.  Light in air reflected from a denser 
material suffers no phase change but the light in the liquid suffers a 180° 
phase change on reflection. 
The relative phase of the rays returning from the film is dependent upon this 

180° and the length of the path in the liquid.  They 
may reinforce or cancel or something in between.  
The result is dependent upon the wavelength which is 
different for each colour, red 800 nm, violet 400 nm.  
This determines the colours that we see.  
As the film thickness changes, due to liquid flow or 
evaporation, the colours change.  Eventually the 

film is so thin that there is negligible phase shift in the liquid and the only 
difference is the 180°, i.e. the rays cancel for all colours.  The film looks totally 
transparent, i.e. a hole, and it is there that the rupture occurs.      
                                                                                               contributed by Arthur Browne
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Mistaken identity.
Twelve years ago, James Morley Junior was on holiday in Kenya after he 
graduated from NorthWestern University.   Hiking through the dense bush, he 
came across a young bull elephant, standing in a clearing, with his left hind 
leg raised in the air.   The elephant seemed distressed, so James Jr approached 
it very carefully.   He got down on one knee, inspected the elephant’s 
foot cautiously and found a piece of wood embedded in it.   As carefully 
and gently as he could, James Jr worked the wood out with his hunting knife, 
after which the elephant gingerly put down its foot.   The elephant turned to 
face James Jr and with a rather curious look in his eyes, stared at him for a 
long time.    James Jr stood there, frozen, thinking of nothing else but being 
trampled.   Eventually the elephant trumpeted loudly, turned again and walked 
away.   James Jr never forgot that elephant or the events of that  day.   
Last year, he was visiting the Chicago Zoo with his 8 years old son.   As  they 
stood in front of the elephant enclosure, one of the animals trumpeted loudly 
and walked closer to the fence near where James Jr and his son were 
standing.  The large bull elephant stared at James Jr, lifted its left rear foot 
off the ground, then put it down.   The big elephant did that several times 
then trumpeted loudly, all the while staring at James Jr.   Remembering the 
encounter years earlier, James Jr just knew that this was the same elephant.   
So, he summoned up his courage, climbed over the railing and made his way 
into the enclosure.   He walked right up to the elephant and stared at him in 
wonder.   The elephant trumpeted again, wrapped its trunk around one of 
James Jr’s legs and slammed his body against the railing, killing him instantly.   
Apparently, it wasn’t the same elephant after all.....

from the ”dark humour” section of a Dutch magazine

What&Where ?
Here’s the next item in our ever 
more popular “location quiz”.
This one is probably most 
familiar to those living on the 
south coast, although day-
trippers may know it as well.
CLUE : Although it’s on the 
seaside, there’s a hill in part, 
and a reference to battle.....
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EU Language policy d(r)aft.
Just released from the EU archives, under the 25 year rule, following the  UK’s 
historic decision to leave, is the following draft policy paper :
To :   All European Commissioners
From :   European Communications Directorate, Brussels.
Date :   30 July 1995
Subject :  English    
Reference :  PP12/ECD/2584(a)/YRY/244546/KKFM /78117/1995

Having chosen English as the preferred language in the European Union, 
the European Parliament has commissioned a feasibility study of ways to 
improve efficiency in communications between  departments and national 
governments.
EU officials have often pointed out that English spelling is unnecessarily 
difficult; for example : cough, plough, rough, through and thorough. 
Clearly, what is needed is a phased programme of changes to iron out these 
anomalies.   The programme will, of course, be administered by a committee 
staffed at top level by participating nations.

Proposed programme :
In the first year for example, the committee would suggest using ‘s’ instead of 
the soft ‘c’. Sertainly, sivil servants in all sities would reseive this news with joy. 
Next, the hard ‘c’ could be replaced by ‘k’ sinse both letters are pronounsed 
alike. Not only would this klear up konfusion in the minds of klerikal workers, 
but typewriters and keyboards kould be made with one less letter.
There would be growing enthusiasm when in the sekond year, it kould be 
anounsed that the troublesome ‘ph’ would henseforth be written ‘f’. 
This would make words like ‘fotograf’ twenty persent shorter in print.
In the third year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to 
reach the stage where more komplikated changes are possible. Governments 
would enkourage the removal of double letters which have always been a 
deterent to akurate speling.
We would al agre that the horible mes of silent ‘e’s and ‘l’s in the languag is 
disgrasful.   Therfor we koud drop thes and kontinu to read and writ as though 
nothing had hapened.   By this tim it woud be four years sins the skem began 
and peopl would be reseptiv to steps sutsh as replasing ‘th’ with ‘z’. 
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Perhaps zen z funktion of ‘w’ koud be taken on by ‘v’, vitsh is, after al, half a 
‘w’.     Shortly after zis, z unesesary ‘o’ kud be dropped from words kontaining 
‘ou’. Similar arguments vud of kors be aplid to ozer kombinations of leters, 
such as ‘sh’ for ‘ti’, e.g. kombinashons.
Kontinuing zis proses yer after yer, ve vud eventuli hav a reli sensibl riten stil. 
After tventi yers zer vud be no mor trubls, difikultis and evrivun vud find it ezi tu 
understand ech ozer. Ze drems of the Uropen Guvement vud finali hav kum tru.

contributed by Mike Livesey

The Auricular Flower.
To my mind, one of the most beautiful 
flowers on the planet.   Over the years, 
at home here in Horley, we have always 
successfully grown the Polyanthus plant.
(a member of the Auricular family).
The Auricular I have seen displayed at the 
height of the growing season in springtime 
at Wisley and other shows, have always 
made me take a step back to be able to 
fully appreciate and admire them.
The serious way to display these plants is in 
what is called an Auricular Theatre, which is 
basically a decorative outside cabinet  with 
shelves and sited in a shady cool part of 
the garden.
With the lockdown this year, it gave me 
the time to go with the inspiration I already 
had.  So I decided to construct such a 
cabinet ready for next February, to grow an 
Auricular flower from seed.   I understand 
this is a very unpredictable and difficult 
plant to grow, so fingers crossed !    With 
the cabinet now made, the terracotta pots 
in place, and the whole thing sited properly, 
I now await the start of the season, to try 
my luck.     I will keep you all posted next 
spring.  However, if it is all a failure - just 
forget I ever told you  this story..... contributed by Dave Sharratt
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The Amazing Claude.
It was entertainment time at the local theatre and the Amazing Claude 
was topping the bill.   People came from miles around to see this famous 
hypnotist do his stuff.   As Claude went on stage, he announced : “Unlike most 
hypnotists who invite a couple of people up here to be put into a trance, I 
intend to hypnotise each and every member of the audience, and it looks like 
there are at least 500 people in this auditorium”.   The atmosphere was almost 
electric as Claude withdrew a beautiful antique gold pocket watch from his 
waistcoat pocket.   “I want you to keep your eyes on this antique watch. 
It’s a very special watch.   It’s been in my family for six generations.”   
He began swinging the watch gently back and forth while quietly chanting 
“Watch the watch, watch the watch, watch the watch, you feel very relaxed 
and comfortable.   You do exactly as I say ....”     
The audience became mesmerised as the watch moved, with the coloured 
lights reflecting off its polished surface.   Hundreds of pairs of eyes followed 
the swaying watch until, suddenly, the chain broke and the watch fell to the 
floor, breaking into a hundred pieces.  Claude looked in bewilderment at the 
remains of his beloved watch on the floor and said “oh, SHIT”.
It took more than two weeks to clean the theatre. origin unknown

Horley Library
From the Surrey Council we hear the following :
You can now again browse the collections, borrow, return items and use the 
computers in the Horley Library.   Please remember that face coverings must 
be worn when you’re inside the building.  Other libraries in Surrey are only 
offering a click and collect at the door service, which allows customers to 
return and collect ordered items.  They can also collect their Ready Reads 
and reserved books. However, the public will not be allowed to enter these 
buildings for the time being. This limited service will be available from the 
following libraries : Ashtead, Caterham Valley, Cobham, Cranleigh, Esher, 
Frimley Green, Haslemere, Horsley, Merstham, Molesey, Shepperton, 
Stanwell, and Sunbury.   Customers should check opening times before 
visiting, as these may differ at short notice from normal/previous hours. More 
information on services available, safety measures and up2date opening 
hours can be found on the Council’s CoronaVirus information page : 
     www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries/news-and-events/news/coronavirus
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Page Ten Teaser

Across : 
1 & 9 - Leg biter let loose on the pond (6,5) 
4 - Not contained in area of reeds (4) 
9 - See 1 Across 
10 - A canine instruction for a flyer ? (7) 
11 - Tree rat maybe beaten at sunset (7) 
12 - Swallowed between lake and river in the future (5) 
13 - Agreement to try tea substitute (6) 
15 - A stand to tear apart in double time (6) 
18 - She can have a prickly nature ! (5) 
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Finally, here are the August answers :
Across :
1 - Agog, 4 - Arc, 6 - Awn, 8 - Cardiologist, 10 - Caddis, 12 - Thaler, 
13 - There, 14 - Teal, 15 - Aril, 17 - Plumb, 19 - Israel, 21 - Pan-das, 
23 - Discovery Hub, 24 - Gin, 25 - Aft, 26 - Note.         
Down :    
2 - Grandma, 3 - Godwit, 4 - Aloe, 5 - Cloche, 6 - Ariel, 7 - Naturalist, 
9 - Scottie Dog, 11 - Shell, 12 - Tramp, 16 - Redoubt, 17 - Pelota, 18 - Banyan, 
20 - Resin, 22 - Beat.

20 - A follower of unusually coy teal (7) 
23 - Shaky experience of American rock band in the hills (7) 
24 - Aspect of ill-disposed angel (5) 
25 - Conceal within a fresh ideology (4) 
26 - Note hesitation to right an alien creature (6) 
Down :
1 - Large fizzy drink ! (5) 
2 - Operational centre for potential threat to the Orient (7) 
3 - Untruth about, for example, a town in Belgium (5) 
5 - Periodic rights embracing notes to the University of Los Angeles (7) 
6 - Put into practice within garden activities (5) 
7 - Fool heads to the Orient to see a bird (5) 
8 - Flowery newspaper retains traditional knowledge (6) 
13 - I hit at strange island (6) 
14 - Demented Tory hid body part (7) 
16 - Traveller takes a journey to the right (7) 
17 - Middle of ship is rubbish, we hear (5) 
19 - Sucker found in sheltered side of church (5) 
21 - Shaped container in old English (5) 
22 - Not an odd time for a happening ! (5) 

GOTTA MAC ?
The next upgrades of the operating systems for Macintosh computers, iPADs 
and iPHONEs have facilities built-in to make it easier for you to limit you 
being tracked/targeted by advertisers.   I am pleased to report that FakeBook 
has anounced it is expecting a drop of around 50% in advertising revenue 
because of this.     That snooping Gaggle company will hopefully fare likewise.

thanks again to Friends of Warnham Local Nature Reserve
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Horley Cottage Hospital - part 2.
Horley’s new hospital on the Brighton Road was opened on May 3rd 1903 
by Lily, the duchess of Marlborough.   Before its transformation to hospital, the 
building had been a Temperance Hotel, that catered especially for the new 
craze of cycling.  
The hospital was staffed by local General Practitioners.   It had now no less 
than16 beds and even boasted an Accident and Emergency department.   
My grandmother, Chairman of the Ladies Working Association, raised £ 400 
to open an operating theatre in 1912 which was dedicated by the Bishop of 
Kingston.   The hospital was financed by donations and bequests.  Consultant 
surgeons were sometimes invited by the GPs to operate and a management 
committee was in charge.    In 1919 and again1938 it was extended but 
plans in 1936 to build a larger hospital in Lee Street were abandoned for lack 
of resources.  There was a women’s ward upstairs and a men’s ward on the 
ground floor with a small side room, the operating theatre, anaesthetic room , 
secretary’s office and storeroom. 
In July 1948 the NHS took over the hospital.  A hospital secretary and medical 
staff committee were then in charge.   Also a matron was duly appointed.   
A bed fund paid the GPs for each in-patient the princely sum of one shilling 
and four pence a day.   These beds were in great demand.   The casualty unit 
was open for 24 hours a day and staffed by the local volunteer GPs (also 
without pay).  There were 2 operating lists per week.  One with a GP  ENT 
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surgeon from Redhill, the famous Dr Lawrence Dulake, who also operated 
at the old East Surrey Hospital and at  the Crawley Cottage Hospital.  It was 
common for GPs to have specialist qualifications in those days.  I assisted in 
over 600 operations as an anaesthetist and my father from Hove operated 
as a general surgeon for 36 years.   Neither of us were salaried.   When the 
hospital was closed it was costing only £ 98,000 annually and had almost 
100 percent bed occupancy.   It was greatly loved by the people of Horley 
but it did need modernising.  The expertise, professional skills and rewards 
gained by the doctors were of  the greatest professional value. 
In 1972 a day room was built, financed by the local Round Table.
During1980 there was pressure to close the hospital to help finance the New 
East Surrey Hospital.  Naturally, great resistance from the Horley population 
ensued and the MP Sir George Sinclair supported a petition that had over 
10,000 signatories.  It was duly handed in to 10 Downing Street.  We felt that 
its gentle kindly informal nature, minimal operating waiting lists, invaluable 
minor casualty unit, low running costs, and the affection with which it was 
regarded in Horley made it irreplaceable.   However “progress” prevailed 
and elsewhere other such community units were closing too. 
After two inglorious years as a chronic Geriatric unit it finally shut in 1983. 
The goodwill of its staff and the affection and loyal support of the people of 
our town became sadly a powerful but distant memory.
                                                                                                                                              contributed by Jim Williamson

Powers of observation.
A woman was shopping at her local supermarket.   As she was emptying 
her basket and placing her shopping on the conveyor belt of the checkout, 
a drunk standing behind her watched her intently while hanging on to the 
checkout for support.   As the cashier was ringing up her purchases, the 
woman noticed the man’s interest in her.   
When the drunk caught her eye he calmly stated :   “You must be single”.
The woman was a bit startled by this loud proclamation.   However, she was 
intrigued by the man’s statement, since she was indeed single.   She looked at 
her items on the conveyor belt and saw nothing particularly unusual about her 
shopping that could have tipped-off the drunk to her marital status.   Curiosity 
getting the better of her, she said : “Well, you’re absolutely correct.  But how 
on earth did you know that ?”    The drunk replied : “Cos you’re ugly”.
                                                                                                             origin unknown
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NEW        Highlighting a local Club or organisation.

The Archway Theatre - Horley
The Archway Theatre Company is located in 8 railway arches underneath the 
road bridge at Horley Station.   It consists of a Foyer & Bar arch, Auditorium 
& Stage with 95 seats, Dressing rooms, Workshop arch, Studio space, 
Function room, Rehearsal arch and Wardrobe arch.   The arches have been 
in use as a Theatre since 1951 and we are the longest serving tenant for The 
Arch Company who own the arches, having purchased them from Railtrack 
two years ago.  The Archway Theatre Company is a company Limited by 
Guarantee and also a registered charity.
The Archway Theatre Company produces 10 main house plays a year. 
Each play runs for 10 performances to an average box office of 81% . 
We also manage to do a Youth Workshop and Young Adults production 
each year.   The plays range across the artistic spectrum from Pantomime 
to Ayckbourn to Shakespeare.   We have a club membership where Club 
Members can  buy reduced price tickets for our productions.   Quite a few 
PROBUS members are also a Club members of the Archway Theatre and 
additionally some members are active in our “Scenery Citizens” team that 
build out the stage sets.
Our thriving Youth Workshop, that has been in existence for over 30 years,  
offers workshops fortnightly during term time.  These events are for youths 
between age 9 to 16 years old.  Proof of popularity are the waiting lists of 
approximately 9 months.  It is well supported by the parents too.   In our 
studio space we offer around 5 -6 productions each year running for 3 to 5 
performances.  We can also offer less popular genres of theatre and musical 
events.   Surprisingly, the theatre is run totally by volunteers, from all walks 
of life.    We have a management committee of 18 Trustees, divided into 3 
committees, with the Facilities and Management committee responsible for 
the Finances, Building Fabric and Health and Safety.  I have the position of 
Company Secretary.  A repertory committee is responsible for choosing the 
play programme, with responsibility for everything that takes place onstage 
and backstage and making sure that our standards remain high. 
Finally, a marketing committee is responsible for marketing and all front of 
house activities, plus our social activity.
To put on a play to run for 10 nights, over two weeks, takes a lot of volunteers.
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What&Where ?

Full marks if you recognised the De La Warr Pavillion, at Bexhill on Sea.

© Chris Tollast

If you have  a cast of say six, you then have a stage manager, assistant stage 
manager, lighting and sound operator, sometimes two techies to operate lights 
and sound if it is complicated.   Plus any stagehands to assist with set changes, 
plus a prompt.    So backstage would need maybe 12 people including cast. 
Not forgetting the director !   If we have children in a production, we require 
qualified registered chaperones in line with current safeguarding laws as well.    
A typical pantomime running for 11 performances will need 4-5 chaperones 
each evening meaning 55 volunteer slots need to be filled. Without all this the 
performances cannot take place.   Front of house needs a box office person, 
two front of house stewards, 2 bar staff and a coffee person each night so 
that’s 60 volunteer slots to be filled before we even open.....
Since16th March we have been forced to close due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
and I do not see us being able to re-open safely until next year.    We are very 
fortunate in that our landlord has given us a rent freeze until such time as we 
are able to re-open. Whilst technically, along with the professional theatres, 
we could re-open now, it is not financially viable to do so as our audience 
would be around 1/3 of our capacity, with social distancing in place. 
However, we’re making plans for an early 2021 re-opening. Fingers crossed !

submitted by Eddie Redfern



And finally...

Even in these dark days there are still enough reasons to celebrate !

In September we pay tribute to the parents of the following people :

On the 4th Ray Langridge made his parents very happy.
On the 13th Norman Brown increased the local population with one.
On the 15th Les Lockett saw the light of day.
On the 26th Ken Luttman took his first breath.
On the 29th Mike Livesey was the latest addition to the family.

Congratulations to you all.
Please let us know if your birthday is in September, but was not mentioned.

The editor always has the last word.....

I would like to say a very warm “thank you” to those people who have, with 
their contributions, made this sixth issue of proBITS  possible - take a bow !

Contributions for the October issue are very welcome (if not essential) - and 
you still have enough time on your hands !     More details on page 2.
Please email to :

jpdl.probus@icloud.com

this is a change of address

Receipt by 6st of October latest would be much appreciated, it gives me just 
enough time to prepare the next issue which will roll of the press keyboard
on the second Tuesday of October, the 13th.

Our Club’s website : www.probusclubhorley.org


