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INTRODUCTION
“proBITS” is published for PROBUS Members.  It is our response to the Covid-19 
or Corona Virus, being the cause to postpone our lunch meetings until further 
notice.   The Committee of PROBUS Club Horley & District wants to stay in 
touch with the Members and for the Members to stay in touch with each other.   
It  is very important, in the situation we find ourselves in, to be “connected”.   
Complete  isolation from our friends/family is a dangerous thing.  The vast 
majority of our Members have access to email and those without will receive 
“proBITS” in printed form.   Hopefully, they’ll submit their words of wisdom in a 
more traditional manner, like delivery by hand, snailmail or even pigeonpost !   
Contributors also receive a printed issue. 

The  “proBITS” newsletter can only exist successfully with the cooperation of all 
Members concerned, that must be obvious to everybody.   
I plead therefore with all Members to make a contribution, however small.

The email address for “proBITS”  contributions is :
jpdl.probus@icloud.com

As a guideline : maximum about 850 words for a 2 page spread. 
If pics submitted, deduct 30 words per pic.

Text in plain A4 Word document/email.  
Pics sent separately, in JPG or JPEG format, 

NOT embedded in your document.
Please note : your copy may be edited !

 If you submit early enough you’ll receive a proof print.

Please email or mail your contribution for the next issue, to be received before 
the end of the month.  Each edition will land in your mailbox on the first Tuesday 
of the month. Many organisations publicise a newsletter of some sort to their 
members.   Virtually all of them struggle to get pages filled.   I really hope that the 
PROBUS Club of Horley & District, with all its Members having (had) interesting 
professional lives and interests, will prove to be an exception to the rule.
And no, you can’t use the excuse that you don’t have the time .....             

There’s no need to wait  -  you can submit NOW  !    

Remember that the weblinks and email addresses that appear in the proBITS 
“on-line” edition can be accessed by simply clicking them on your screen.
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Photo of the month
will yours be a “page 3 picture” in the next issue ?

Our next “ZOOMtalk” is a week from today, Tuesday10th August, at 11:00H.
John Chisholm is a committee member of the Horley Local History Society.  
Appropriately, he will be speaking about “Horley”.  John was born and bred 
here and his father was the proprietor of  J Chisholm’s Gentlemen’s Outfitters 
in Horley.   Please join the meeting from 10:45 onwards, so that our speaker 
can commence his talk promptly at 11:00. It is also helpful if you could let 
Steve know in advance that you plan to attend.   Partners are always welcome 
to watch.  To participate you can click this ZOOMlink  :    https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/87580563481?pwd=ZnhvWTdoWnNTU3pHeS91dmprKzE3
dz09     Alternatively, enter the above link in the address field of your browser.   
As usual,  you will be “muted” during the actual talk, but your questions can 
be submitted at any time using  the “CHAT” button on the bottom of your 
ZOOMscreen.  You just select “Steve Challis” as recipient and type in your 
question. Steve will then put as many questions as time allows to John Chisholm 
at the conclusion of his talk.  If you have not yet participated in a ZOOMtalk 
before, have questions about using the ZOOM facility, or like to have a trial run, 
please contact Steve Challis or myself.                                                 John Alsop

although disliked by gardeners, still an important animal
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Our speaker on Tuesday 13th July :
Ken Brierley, former weather announcer on TV will be speaking to us this 
afternoon. You are welcome to invite partners and friends. For this occasion we 
have also invited the St Heliers Men’s PROBUS club to join us at this meeting.

from the St Heliers LADIES (only) PROBUS Club magazine

111 Places You Must See, by Dave.
With pen in hand and camera strapped around his neck, Dave Doroghy has 
visited over 50 different countries. Unlike most of the city’s inhabitants, he 
was actually born in Vancouver and spent most of his life living and working 
downtown.                PROBUS Club of Vancouver, Canada

How other PROBUS Clubs did last month :

Mary Quant - Fashion Revolutionary.
We went to Bendigo by VLine train to see the Mary Quant fashion exhibition at 
the Bendigo Art Gallery there.  Lunch was at the Gallery Cafe at 11.30am
                                                                             Melbourne Bearbrass PROBUS Club, Australia

This day in history - 2nd August
1932 - Hitler becomes dictator of Germany.   With the death of German 
President Paul von Hindenburg, Chancellor Adolf Hitler becomes absolute 
dictator of Germany under the title of Fuhrer, or “Leader.” The German army 
took an oath of allegiance to its new commander-in-chief, and the last remnants 
of Germany’s democratic government were dismantled to make way for Hitler’s 
Third Reich. The Fuhrer assured his people that the Third Reich would last for a 
thousand years, but Nazi Germany collapsed just 11 years later.

1776 - Delegates sign Declaration of Independence
In the USA, 56 Congressional Delegates (Members of Congress) affix their 
signatures to an enlarged copy of the Declaration of Independence.
“Resolved : That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and 
independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great 
Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.”

this must be the very first “BREXIT “ ! editor

Is it a coicidence that so many PROBUS clubs meet on the second Tuesday ?
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Do it (again) in style.
For those of us who are brave/foolhardy enough to say “I DO” for a second, 
or even third time, there’s a place you can do it in style and still involve your 
connection to PROBUS.  You should then chose the St. PROBUS chapel in a 
beautiful setting, on the water’s edge, in Guam.   China Airlines offers return 
flights from Gatwick, with stopover in Taipei, for around £ 2200 per person.
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Great Brits 4 : Douglas Bader.
He enjoyed many titles, decorations and nicknames. CBE, DSO and BAR, DFC 
and BAR, DL and FRAEs.  Group Captain Royal Air Force.  Double amputee. 
Flying ace. The second son of a civil engineer and at the age of two, Bader joined 
his parents, living at the time in India.  At times Bader became a difficult and 
unruly boy to contain and at the right age he was sent as a boarder to Temple 
Grove School, said to be, at that time, one of the Famous Five boarding schools. 
In mid 1923, at the age of 13, he enjoyed a visit to RAF Cranwell showing 
interest that dominated Bader’s formative years which helped in his being 
accepted as a candidate to RAF Cranwell.   Having qualified from Cranwell as 
a pilot officer in June 1930, it was at Woodley Airfield on the 14th December 
1931 that his cavalier attitude 
to flight safety and a disregard 
for RAF rules finally caught up 
with him.   On that fateful day 
Bader attempted a low altitude 
roll, lost control of the aircraft 
and crashed.  He was rushed 
to the Royal Berkshire Hospital, 
where surgeons amputated his 
legs, one above and one below 
the knee.   The road to recovery 
was hard and painful but he was 
determined to return to life as 
quickly as possible.  As part of his 
rehabilitation he learned how to use his artificial legs, driving a modified car, 
playing golf and dancing.   Because of the apparent disability, much to Bader’s 
fury, he was decommissioned from his beloved Royal Air Force.  As storm clouds 
gathered over Europe towards the end of the 1930’s he was offered work as 
ground staff.  Still not happy with the appointment, he took a refresher course 
in a modern fighter aircraft.  Bader flew solo again for the first time on the 27th 
November. Just under a month after war was declared on Germany Bader 
made his first encounter with the enemy during the evacuation of the British 
Expeditionary Force charged with providing air supremacy to the Royal Navy 
during the evacuation.   Shortly after, Bader moved to take command as acting 
squadron leader of the 242 squadron.   It is said the 242 was mainly composed 
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of ill-motivated Canadian pilots, who had lost many friends during the Battle 
of Britain.   However, with his dogged determination and his natural way with 
men, Bader was able to earn their respect.   Under Bader’s command 242 
squadron became an effective flying force again.   The Battle of Britain officially 
began on the 10th July 1940 and the 242 squadron was soon in the thick of the 
campaign.   By October of that year, it was clear to the Nazi High Command 
that their control over the skies over England was to be abandoned and the men 
and Bader of 242 squadron had played a major role with their determination 
and courage. In 1941 he was promoted to active Wing Commander in charge 
of three fighter squadrons flying from Tangmere in West Sussex.  Later, in the 
conflict over France, he had a collision with an enemy aircraft, resulting in his 
parachuting into enemy territory and being arrested by German soldiers.  Missing 
one of his amputated legs during the crash, the Germans very honourably sent 
back to England for a replacement leg.  Bader now had two legs.  Bader spent 
the remaining years of the war in various prison camps where he made several 
unsuccessful escape attempts.  One notable escape came when he was in Stalag 
III when, together with three other prisoners, he managed to escape making for 
the Polish border. However they were all captured.  He was transferred to the 
notorious Colditz Castle, which became his “home” for the next three years, until 
the castle was liberated by the United States Army in 1945.  After the war Bader 
initially planned to stay in the RAF but was side-lined on several occasions and 
completely left the RAF in 1946 taking up a position with the Shell Oil Company.  
This allowed him to carry on flying, undertaking public relation duties for the 
company across Europe and North 
Africa.  The film “Reach for the Sky” 
starring Kenneth More was the 
“epitaph” of his career, topping the 
box office in Britain that year. Born 
21-02-1910 in London, he died 
there aged 72 on 05-09-1982 
from a heart attack.   He once said : 
Don’t listen to anyone saying you 
can’t do this or that, never let them 
persuade you that things are too 
difficult to do”.  In Douglas’ case 
they most certainly were not.

 contributed by  Dave Sharratt
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A Journey back in time.
For the last thirty years we have gone every year to Scotland, to visit one of 
Chris’ elderly relatives in Fort William.   Each year we try to visit a different town 
on the way in the middle third of the country and so have seen most of Scotland 
over the years. We have been to the inner islands such as Muck, Mull, Sky and 
Eig but also fancied going to the Outer Hebrides, further offshore.   Therefore, 
about ten years ago we booked a “Hebridean Hopscotch Holiday”. This is a 
self-drive holiday in your own car with pre-booked ferries and accommodation 
over five days.   From Fort William it is a sixty-mile drive alongside Loch Ness to 
Inverness, followed by another sixty miles to Ullapool through superb scenery.  
Ullapool to Stornoway is a two and a half hour trip across the notoriously 
choppy Minch. Having poor sea legs, I felt a bit green the whole way. The small 
Stornoway Hotel was excellent.  At the hotel I was expecting to enjoy the (local) 
broad Gaelic based accents, only to find that most of the staff were Spanish !   
The islands stretch over 150 miles and are connected by causeways and a 
shallow water ferry which only runs at high tide. The main road from top to 
bottom is generally two way, with a single track section in the middle. There are 
numerous single track side roads and we did about 500 miles exploring. The 
population is less than 30,000 with the north being mainly Protestant and the 
south being mainly Catholic. There is a strong connection with the sea, with a lot 
of the male population being on ships or the rigs. There are virtually no trees and 
there is an atmosphere of emptiness.   Our second night was at a remote shooting 

lodge run by an English couple 
who told us that the place was 
surrounded with deer but we, as 
usual, never saw any. (Chris saw 
our first Scots deer in 30 years, 
this year, as it dashed across the 
garden.)   We were puzzled by 
the lonely beauty of the place 
until the third night when we 
stayed in a boarding house run 
by Farquar, who also doubled 
up as the local undertaker. He 
was a larger-than-life character 
who had been a car salesman “even milking has to wait for the tide”           
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in Glasgow before inheriting the family business and returning.   His second wife 
was Chinese and had to remain in Glasgow because, without speaking Gaelic, 
she could not get a job on the islands. He was a very genial man.   However, 
when we arrived he was inwardly fuming over a Presbyterian minister. Tradition 
there dictates that only men go to the graveside but this time two daughters had 
joined the men causing the minister to walk off in a tantrum, leaving Farquar to 

complete the burial. (Welsh chapels 
had a similar convention which I got 
wrong 40 years earlier !) Burials 
were, as in my Grandparents’ time, 
with the undertaker coffining the 
deceased in the front room and 
burial the next day. Coffin ropes, 
used to lower the deceased, were 
of particular importance, available 
in three silk colours and traditionally 
hung on the wall in memory.   
Farquar explained the apparent 
melancholy of the population as 

being due to the frequency of tragedy in families due to the sea, remoteness 
and early death due to drink. (Drink is a serious problem in the highlands and 
the islands)   He had a wealth of fascinating stories, cooked us a great breakfast 
and warned us that, as we were leaving him on a Sunday, everything would be 
shut but to watch out at 1.00 pm.   At that time after a long and probably boring 
Presbyterian sermon the locals rush home to lunch, doing over 60mph on single 
track roads. We had to pull over in fear !   Our last hotel was in Barra at the 
southern tip of the island chain. Barra is famous for its airport on the sand which 
only operates at low tide, a castle in the bay which is the home of the O’Neil 
clan and at the time, a starring role in the “An Island Parish” TV program.   After 
the initial sea crossing, I was apprehensive about the final five-hour trip back 
to Oban.   In the event it was as flat as a millpond with jumping dolphins and 
the ship’s great fried breakfast.   These islands are just different with their great 
views, big skies, white beaches and four seasons of weather in one day.  After 
ten years, we would like to go back again, as we did with the Scillies. 
                                                                                               contributed by Roy O’ Donnell

the Calmac Ferry
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Page Ten Teaser

Across :
5 - Mock southern county of note (5) 
8 - Flier found in a low dive, we hear (8)
9 - Poet needs oxygen to embark (5) 
10 - Strange dark hens seen in the water ?  (8) 
11 - Plant found in the Mediterranean is eaten (5) 
14 - Consumed all the eggs initially (3) 
16 - Note the Spanish need directions to find herb (6) 
17 - Point out lunatic fringe (6) 
18 - End of merlot up for auction ?  (3) 
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Solution for proBITS 16 - July :
Across : 1 - Forte,  4 - Charmed,  8 - Octopus,  9 - Aisle,  10 - Mayor, 
11 - Lanyard,  13 - Open,  15 - Nature,  17 - Target,  20 - Even,  22 - Corelli, 
24 - Tibia,  26 - Abuse,  27 - Lantern,  28 - Present,  29 - Aided. 
Down : 1 - Footman,  2 - Ratty,  3 - Emperor,  4 - Castle,  5 - Again, 
6 - Mustang,  7 - Dread,  12 - Ante,  14 - Peel,  16 - Torture,  18 - Antenna, 
19 - Trained,  21 - Violet,  22 - Cramp,  23 - Liege,  25 - Breed.

20 - Help on the street is not adventurous (5) 
24 - Go fishing for a musical instrument ?  (8) 
25 - It’s fun to change a bed (5) 
26 - Reduce choice for democratic process (8) 
27 - Sounds like he was always destined to be honoured (5) 

Down : 
1 - Video connection from vehicle in middle of the road (5) 
2 - Positive piece of verse, perhaps  ?   (5) 
3 - Sounds like a good place to keep money! (5) 
4 - Greedy girl in a sports car ?  (6) 
6 - A number left acknowledging a comic performance (8) 
7 - Wild free sort found in the woods (8) 
12 - Examine underground laboratory equipment (4,4) 
13 - Exotic diet not a cure for poison (8) 
14 - Everything is left in a lake (3) 
15 - Note publication for youngster (3) 
19 - Pronouncement of Cora, confused by the French (6) 
21 - Bloom from a family tree maybe ?  (5) 
22 - One night in Paris for northerner (5) 
23 - A less than generous flier !  (5) 

Interesting ?
When an unprotected PC running Windows goes online there is more than a 
50% chance that within a quarter of an hour it will have acquired a virus.  

Surnames were unusual in Mongolia until early 1990, when it was finally 
legalised.  However, more than 12,000 people still have only one name.



And finally...

Even in these dark days there are still enough reasons to celebrate !

In August we pay tribute to the parents of the following people :

11th : John De Lang
16th : Roy Page

17th : Martin Gee
19th : Paul Smith

  
Give them a ring and say ‘Happy Birthday”

Please let us know if your birthday is also in August but is not mentioned.

The editor always has the last word.....

I would like to say a very warm "thank you" to those people who have, 
with their contributions, made this issue of proBITS possible - take a bow !

On this page we also gratefully mention that
page by page has been scanned for mistooks by the Pages.

Contributions for the next issue are very welcome (if not essential) - and you 
still have enough time on your hands !     More details on page 2.

Receipt well before  the end of this month would be much appreciated.
It gives (just) enough time to prepare the next issue.


