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INTRODUCTION
“proBITS” is published for Probus Members.  It is our response to the Covid-19 
or Corona Virus, being the cause to postpone our lunch meetings until further 
notice.   The Committee of Probus Club Horley & District wants to stay in touch 
with the Members and for the Members to stay in touch with each other.   
It  is very important, in the situation we find ourselves in, to be “connected”.   
Complete  isolation from our friends/family is a dangerous thing.  The vast 
majority of our Members have access to email and those without will receive 
“proBITS” in printed form.   Hopefully, they’ll submit their words of wisdom in a 
more traditional manner, like delivery by hand, snailmail or even pigeonpost !   
Contributors also receive a printed issue. 

The  “proBITS” newsletter can only exist successfully with the cooperation of all 
Members concerned, that must be obvious to everybody.   
I plead therefore with all Members to make a contribution, however small.

The email address for “proBITS”  contributions is :
jpdl.probus@icloud.com

As a guideline : maximum about 850 words for a 2 page spread. 
If pics submitted, deduct 30 words per pic.

Text in plain A4 Word document/email.  
Pics sent separately, in JPG or JPEG format, 

NOT embedded in your document.
Please note : your copy may be edited !

 If you submit early enough you’ll receive a proof print.

Please email or mail your contribution for the next issue, to be received before 
the end of the month.  Each edition will land in your mailbox on the first Tuesday 
of the month. Many organisations publicise a newsletter of some sort to their 
members.   Virtually all of them struggle to get pages filled.   I really hope that 
the ProBus Club of Horley & District, with all its Members having (had) interesting 
professional lives and interests, will prove to be an exception to the rule.
And no, you can’t use the excuse that you don’t have the time .....             

There’s no need to wait  -  you can submit NOW  !    

Remember that the weblinks and email addresses that appear in the proBITS 
“on-line” edition can be accessed by simply clicking them on your screen.
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Photo of the month
will YOURS be on page 3 in the next issue ?

“wood you like to ride my bike ?”  -  Zwolle-NL

© John De Lang

Interesting ?
More (slave) labourers died building the V2 rocket than were ever killed by it.

At any given moment there are about 1800 thunderstorms happening all around 
the world, while about 90 lightning bolts strike the earth every second.

The 2nd best selling book in Turkey in 2005 was Adolf Hitler’s “Mein Kampf”.

Only an average of 12% of the electricity used for an “old fashioned” lightbulb 
did produce light - the rest was used to produce heat.



Great Brits  - 2 – Field Marshall Bernard Montgomery.
Montgomery was born in Kennington in 1887 and died in 1976, aged 88. 
He was the fourth of nine children born to a Church of Ireland Minister, the 
Reverend Henry Montgomery. It is said Monty’s mother, Maud, took little 
active interest in the education and welfare of her young family and this loveless 
environment may have been the cause of some thinking of Monty as a bully. It 
was said Monty’s son David had very little contact with his grandmother and 
in fact neither he nor Monty attended her funeral in 1949.  He attended The 
King’s School, Canterbury and St Paul’s School in London. He then went to 
the Royal Military College at Sandhurst, from which he was almost expelled 
because of his rowdiness and violent behaviour.  However, on graduation 
he was commissioned into the Royal Warwickshire Regiment as a Second 
Lieutenant.  He was affectionately known as “Monty” by his troops and was 
one of Britain’s greatest generals.  During the 
First World War he was shot through the lung 
and again through the knee. He was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Order for gallant 
leadership. He was appointed Brigade Major 
in 1915 and on returning to the Front in early 
1916 a General Staff Officer in the First World 
War he took part in the Battle of Arras in 1917 
and later that year he was involved in the Battle 
at Passchendaele, finishing the war as Chief 
of Staff with the temporary rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel.  In the Second World War he notably 
commanded the Allied Forces against Rommel 
in North Africa and took charge of the invasion 
of Italy and Normandy.  Monty was said to 
be an arrogant person with a lack of tact and 
diplomacy.  This obviously made him very unpopular with his contemporaries.  
After the war he was created a Knight of the Garter and made Viscount 
Montgomery of Alamein.  After 1945 he became chief of the Imperial General 
Staff - Britain’s top military position and in 1951 became deputy commander 
of the Supreme Headquarters of NATO.  In later life he was involved in several 
personal controversies, including voicing his support for apartheid in South 
Africa and speaking against the legalisation of homosexuality.  He was critical 
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of Allied Commanders such as Dwight Eisenhower, who was then President of the 
United States of America.  Monty died from an unspecified cause in 1976 at his 
home in Islington, Hampshire, aged 88. After the funeral at St George’s Chapel 
Windsor, his body was buried in Brinsted Churchyard Hampshire.  However, 
despite his complex character, Monty remains one of our Second World War 
heroes and one of the British Army’s greatest ever Commanders.   He was 1st 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein.  The statue on the left was unveiled in 2006, 
in Whitehall, London.               contributed by Dave Sharratt

The story of the Austin Healey.
Donald Healey was born in Perranporth in Cornwall, on 3rd July 1898.  Even at 
a young age he developed an interest in motor vehicles.   He had a particular 
interest in competition and record breaking.  After having worked for various 
motor companies, including Riley and Triumph, he set up his own company, 
the Donald Healey Motor Co Ltd.  This was based at “The Cape”, Warwick.  
From the mid 1940s onwards Donald produced a number of vehicles such 
as the Healey Abbot, the Tickford and the Silverstone.  He built up a team 
of designers and engineers which included the likes of Roger Menadue and 
Gerry Coker.  Roger and Gerry have the honour of being instrumental in the 
design and development of the Healey 100.   The Healey 100 was revealed 
at the 1952 Earls Court Motor Show where it was very well received.   One 
particular admirer was Len Lord who happened to be the head of the Austin 
motor company.  Subsequent discussions between Lord and Healey soon led to 
the birth of the Austin Healey 100.  With Austin now on board, it was possible 
to produce cars in far greater numbers, as well as access to a much bigger,    
worldwide market.   More than 15,000 vehicles were produced until 1956 
including the model variants 100’M and 100’S.  Donald and his son Geoffrey 
headed up the special projects department which concentrated on competition 
and record-breaking cars.  The 100’S raced at both Le Mans and Sebring.  
Donald had his eye on the world endurance record and took a modified Austin 
Healey 100 to the Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah in 1953.  Here they broke many 
endurance records.  In 1954 and then again in 1956, Healey returned to Utah 
and broke the records he had already set with a more modified version of the 
car which he had taken in 1953.  A special supercharged ‘Streamliner’ car 
was also taken to Utah on these later visits which also set records.   In 1956 the 
Austin Healey 100 was replaced by the 100/6 – essentially the same car but 
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with a 6 cylinder engine as opposed to the 4 cylinder one (although both engines 
had the same cubic capacity of 2660cc).  In addition, it was also available in 
2 or 4 seater form.   The 100/6 was later replaced by the Austin Healey 3000, 
in 1959.  Although very similar to the 100/6, it now featured a more powerful 
3 litre engine, but again with 6 cylinders.  Over the next 9 years many 3000s 
rolled off the production line.  During this time the car had various upgrades.  
By the time the Mk3 version was introduced, the car now came with a walnut 
dashboard, wind up windows and a centre change gearbox and the car had a 
much more luxurious feel.  Sadly, production of the Austin Healey 3000 finally 
ceased in 1968, bringing an end to the brand.   As well as the ‘Big Healey’, a 
more affordable car, the Austin Healey Sprite, was available to buy.  Production 
of the MK1 Sprite (more commonly known as the Frogeye Sprite) started in 1958.  
Powered by a 948cc engine, the car had a very distinctive bonnet.  The Mk2 
Sprite featured 
a more square, 
conven t iona l 
bonnet.  This 
design was 
kept all the 
way through to 
the last Sprite, 
the Mk4.  By 
this time the 
car featured a 
more powerful 
1275cc engine.  
P r o d u c t i o n 
of the Sprite carried on after the Big Healey had ceased, with the last cars 
finally and sadly rolling off the production line in 1971.   Happily, even after 
more than half a century since, many Austin Healeys are still around today 
and are enjoyed by drivers all over the world.  The Austin Healey Club, set up 
many years ago, is an ideal way for fellow Austin Healey enthusiasts to keep 
in contact.  There’s also a magazine, entitled ‘Revcounter’, which is produced 
every month.  In addition, the Club organises many events, from competitions 
to concours, although the past year the Club’s activities have, understandably, 
somewhat  been restricted.      www.austinhealeyclub.com      contributed by Neil Hardy

a lovely example of the popular Mk 2 Sprite
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The moral : listen to your patients !
When I came to practise medicine in Horley in 1961, I found I had several 
patients in Copthorne as well.  In those days the village was divided between 
3 counties : Surrey, East Sussex and West Sussex.   Among my patients in the 
Surrey part was a marvellous elderly countryman and his wife.  He was famous 
for growing enormous vegetables including England’s largest Parsnip, for which 
he used generous amounts of manure from the nearby farm.  One morning 
he brought in his wife who was complaining of a sore mouth and difficulty in 
eating.  I prescribed penicillin.   He brought her back three days later when she 
was much worse.  She could not open her mouth at all.   “I hope you will allow 
me to tell you what is wrong with her Doctor Williamson” he said. “I wish you 
would”  I answered.   To which he replied : “When I was in the Army, back in 
Mesopotamia, I saw it in the camels.  She has lockjaw.” He was as correct as I 
had been incorrect but I experienced great difficulty in persuading the medical 
registrar at Crawley Hospital that Mr T had correctly diagnosed his wife’s 
problem, as it was not exactly a regular occurring condition !   She developed 
terrifying muscle spasms later that day and had to be paralysed and ventilated for 
about a month. Fortunately, she recovered fully and I was given a fine Camellia 
as a reward !  Of course I didn’t deserve this but it still flourishes magnificently 
to this day.   Tetanus [lockjaw] kills about 7 people a year in the UK, including, 
coincidently, the gardener next door to me in Horley.  It  is of course preventable 
by immunisation.  It can occur also in several animals. These includes horses 
and, as mentioned, camels !                                                          contributed by Jim Williamson

Walking in the Radio Garden.
Fancy listening to some authentic Reggae, while drinking a small glass of the 
rum you brought back from the Mount Gay Distillery ?   Perhaps you’d like 
to re-live in your mind watching those girls in grass skirts, dancing for you at 
the café near Waimano Falls ?   It could be that you remember so well the 
kangaroo steak you had, in Flinders Ranges, with the ice-cold glass of Fosters.  
Alternatively, you may long for the return of the days when the waitress spoke 
to you with that lovely Southern accent.   All those memories will come back 
when you click “ www.radio.garden ” or enter it into the address field of your 
computer’s or tablet’s browser.   Works on your smartphone too.   Just move the 
map to the area of your memories.  To get you started, here’s a shortcut to those 
grass skirts :  http://radio.garden/listen/hawaiian-music-live/sibG005G
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More muck....
Arthur Meaton’s article “where there’s muck....” in proBITS’ December issue 
reminded me of a similar scenario also involving Polish engineers, but whereas  
his entrepreneur was refurbishing mining machinery, the company I was aware 
of was refurbishing WW2 Jeeps for the civilian market.   I started work in 1954 
as a trainee Quantity Surveyor with a construction company in Belsize Lane, 
Hampstead. Our immediate neighbour at 100 Belsize Lane was an engineering 
firm named Metamet.  Their premises extended to include 31 Daleham Mews 
at the back of No 100. Although their publicity material showed the proprietors 

as C.J Stewart & Co (Engineers) 
Ltd, a very British sounding name, 
the business was staffed almost 
exclusively by Polish engineers. 
Most of these were ex-military 
and known in the Polish expat 
community as “Anders men”.   This 
name was given to those having 
served in WW2 with the 2nd 

Polish Corps commanded by General Wladyslaw Anders. They operated as 
an independent unit of the British 8th Army in North Africa and Italy, notably 
at Monte Casino.  The business was established soon after the end of the war 
at a time when the supply of new cars and vans for the domestic market was 
extremely limited. However, there 
were plenty of ex-military Jeeps 
available from disposal sales and 
elsewhere.  The supply varied from 
“nearly new” to “damaged in action” 
the latter category being useful for 
stripping down for spares. Some 
research revealed that their catalogues from the early 1950’s included a range of 
eight models developed from the basic Jeep design with an 80inch wheelbase.  
These included a Saloon, a Shooting Brake, a10cwt Truck, a Farmer, and a Five-
in-One.   The Farmer, with a drop-down tail gate and removable canvas roof, 
was designed to appeal to the same buyers as were the original Land Rovers 
introduced in 1948. The Five-in One, introduced in 1947, was the only Jeep 
conversion on the market at the time which featured full-sized doors compared 
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to the door-less body tub of the 
standard Willys and Ford models.  It 
had a folding hood that “....enables 
you to convert the vehicle to an open 
tourer or to an enclosed drop-head 
coupe or to any intermediate including 
a sunshine roof”.  A further five designs 
including a Station Wagon, a 15cwt 
Van and a 1ton Lorry were available 
on an extended 100inch wheelbase. The Shooting Brake  and Station Wagon 
models had bodywork framed in seasoned ash.  In addition to the standard 
range shown in their catalogues the company offered a bespoke service to meet 
customers’ particular needs and I recall seeing a line of four bright red Fire & 
Rescue tenders awaiting transportation to an airfield somewhere in the Middle 
East.  As shown by the picture below, they must also have had at least one 
commission to overhaul a Seep (Sea Jeep). About 12,000 of these were built by 
Ford during 1942/43 as a smaller version of the 6-wheel DUKW amphibian. 
However they were not a successful design, being too slow and heavy on land.  
Additionally, due to a low freeboard, it could not handle more than a moderate 
swell at sea.   I don’t know when Metamet ceased operations or moved on 
to greater things elsewhere, but there 
are references to Jeep enthusiasts 
going there in the 1970s describing 
it as an “Aladdins Cave” for spares.  
However, the demand for Jeep 
conversions must have diminished 
quite a bit by then.  The  premises in 
Belsize Lane and Daleham Mews, 
which date from the late 1800s, were built in what was originally a service zone 
for grander houses in the area.  They had mews accommodation for carriages, 
horses and servants. Nowadays it falls within an upmarket conservation area 
known as Belsize Village with property prices to match. 100 Belsize Lane is 
now a Health Studio with a 2-bed flat above, and has an estimated value of 
£1.3 million.   The Daleham Mews property changed into a 3-bed terraced 
house with a value of £1.75 million.  There’s obviously more money in property 
than in metal bashing !!                                                  contributed by Les Lockett
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Page Ten Teaser

Across : 
1 - A number of birds seen on chimney pots (5) 
4 - Organised activities confuse Steven (6) 
9 - Sick ant spoilt flowers (7) 
10 - Dad is right after head (5) 
11 - Take a risk in packed arena (4) 
12 - Wise to adjust rude tie ?  (7) 
13 - Good year for a bird ?  (3) 
14 - Gemstone is nothing to a friend (4) 
16 - Advantage found within ledger (4) 
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18 - Unsavoury character from the Old Curiosity Shop ?  (3) 
20 - Escalation of a snowball fight, perhaps ?  (4,3) 
21 - Area of conflict during the Crusades ?  (4) 
24 - Left a German for a bit of a gamble (5) 
25 - Athlete at home in 2 Down (7) 
26 - A month before a politician leaves abruptly (6) 
27 - A quick look at the time is barely adequate (5) 

Down : 
1 - Bug rogue in intelligence service (6) 
2 - Tear about after woman for something to drink (5) 
3 - Lois organised some organic matter (4) 
5 - Moth shakes up a rover (8) 
6 - There is no answer to this clue! (7) 
7 - A right of way in Somerset ?  (6) 
8 - One rose can make a tree (5) 
13 - Note depressed invertebrate can be seen in the dark (8) 
15 - A subset of Napoli Tickets is prudent (7) 
17 - Climbed like a fish ?  (6) 
18 - Reach the top note concerning 7 down (5) 
19 - Sorrow for right flier (6) 
22 - Summer beauty often found in text (5) 
23 - Young girl who didn’t hit the target ?  (4) 

Solution for proBITS 14 - May :
Across 
1- Bugle,  4 - Velvet,  7 - Traitor,  8 - Magi,  10 - Eider,  11 - Goneril,  
14 - Icon,  16 - Branch, 18 - Castle,  21 - Abet,  23 - Rawhide,  26 - Rhino, 
27 - Bard,  28 - Capulet,   29 - Season,   30 - Sedge.
Down 
1 - Battenberg,  2 - Grandma,  3 - Enteric,  4 - Virago,  5 - Lemon,  6 - Eager, 
9 - Bluebottle,  12 - Once,  13 - Eos,  15 - Chad,  17 - Noh,  19 - Atropos,
20 - Tripled,  22 - Beacon,  24 - Weave,  25 - Indus.

Interesting ?
About a quarter of the estimated 60.000 witches which were executed in 
Europe, during the three centuries between 1450 and 1750, were men.
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An Ode to Tippex.
After our first successful five years in business, we had expanded to about £5m 
turnover, varied but equivalent to about 100 houses per annum. This consisted 
typically of eight contracts, half for the public sector and half housing for 
developers.  Then the 1990/1991 recession struck. We lost about £600,000 
in a few weeks and I lost a lot of sleep.  Two clients went bust, one offered us 
a sum to go away but the fourth tried to put us out of business contractually. I 
was uneasy from the first meeting, but we started work and then there came 
a request to take out a £200,000 bond, (a bond is an insurance policy from 
which the client benefits if the contractor goes bust.) This was double the normal 
amount and we only bonded public sector clients. I became very suspicious 
as to what was going on.  This was the commercial equivalent of taking out 
a life policy on a person you intend to murder !  At about the same time the 
formal contract arrived on my desk omitting a fundamental issue in our tender 
that we required the appointment of a professional Quantity Surveyor to 
administer the finances. I did not sign and seal it but popped it in my briefcase 
until after we had resolved all the issues.  Aggravation followed and as we 
were paid a fraction of our monthly payments, I wanted to pull off the site but 
my solicitor advised me that I must pursue the contract. Under building contracts 
the only remedy for underpayment is arbitration. Difficult to accept when 
you are spending £20,000 a week without much hope of being paid back !   
The client then issued a formal notice of termination on spurious grounds leaving 
us open to a breach of contract claim.  Thereafter, I spent most of my time at 
our solicitor’s office in Lincolns Inn Fields, resulting in a High Court Writ for a 
Quantum Meruit Payment (for what it’s worth), for about £200,000, on the 
basis that no contract existed.  As the court date approached, I attended the 
most stressful meeting of my life in which my legal team quizzed me to see if 
I would stand up as a credible witness. The fact that I was paying all 7 about 
£200 per hour each to give me a hard time, for several hours, grated a bit...  
At the end of all this my Barrister summed up by saying that he believed me 
but that it was a problem of my word against the architect and with the Judge 
being a professional gentleman, the Architect being seen in the Judge’s eyes 
a professional gentleman and me, with my name, perhaps preconceived as a 
dodgy Irish builder, my chances were slim.  At this I had enough and proposed 
that I take a big machine and a gang of men to flatten the houses.  The barrister 
asked what I’d do if there were attempts made to stop me. I replied, in temper, 



that we would flatten them as well !  He responded that if I did this, he would as 
an officer of the court, be obliged to give evidence against me on charges of 
conspiracy to cause criminal damage and actual bodily harm.  A bit deflated I 
asked him what does that mean. He replied about nine years !  After a cup of 
tea to calm my frustration, we started to look again at the documents and the 
barrister commented that we are working on photocopies, have I the original 
form of contract ?  I retrieved the form from my briefcase where it had been 
safely locked up for several months and the barrister’s face lit up when he saw 
extensive typex on the main front page.  Holding the document up to the light 
and reading from the back side, the appointment of a Quantity Surveyor was 
mentioned and most importantly dated, proving that the architect was lying.  It 
was a bit of a hollow victory as the defendant went bust almost on the steps of 
the court and I picked up a hefty legal bill.  It is though very satisfying to win !                                                                                     
             contributed by Roy O’Donnell

The calculator without buttons or batteries.
This Economic Batch Size (EBS) calculator, is from the ‘50s and ‘60s when 

various improved management techniques 
(time and motion study, EBS calculators etc.) 
were developed.  Much of the impetus came 
from Henry Ford’s production line and similar 
large scale outfits.   The UK was behind in 
using these ideas but the Great Shell Crisis of 
1915 did shake up our engineering industry 
from its lethargy.  In heavy industry large 
power presses are used and the press tools 
themselves can weigh a ton or more.  To change 
the tooling may require four or five men, plus 

mobile crane and driver.  All very expensive in labour and a loss of production 
from the press machine. To get the optimum benefit 
from tool changes, statisticians came up with the 
EBS calculations which are cleverly incorporated 
in the calculator.  However, in practice it is often 
found that the customer kept coming up with detailed 
modifications or volume changes which prevented 
the full benefit of EBS techniques from being realised.                                  

13
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Highlighting a Local Club or Organisation.
The Outwood Woodcarvers.
Our Members are a sociable group, and range from beginners to competent 
carvers.  They work on their own favourite projects but there is always someone 
to help with a tricky subject.   Carving 
tools are really quite personal - they 
need to fit your hand comfortably in 
order to carve successfully and safely.  
Therefore, until new  carvers decide 
which tools “fit” them, we have a 
number of tools available for new 
members to use before they buy their 
own.    The Club has three sessions, 
each one of between ten and fifteen 
weeks, per year.  For new members 
there’s a one-off Club joining fee 
of £20.  As our Club is affiliated to, 
and enjoys the facilities of the British 
Decoy Wood Carvers Association, 
new members will also be expected to 
join the BDWCA.   As their website states : “Members are encouraged to share 

their skills and experiences with others 
wherever possible, through local 
carving groups, demonstrating at 
shows, and mentoring new carvers”. 
They hold regular competitions and 
exhibitions and the pieces of work 
submitted are quite real looking.   
The website shows some amazing 
examples.  Among other benefits, 
membership of the BDWCA affords 
the Club with Public Liability Insurance.   
Membership fees help to pay for 
this, as well as for the statutory tea & 
biscuits !  The photos in this article are 
of carvings by Brian Monk and his 
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comments are as follows : 1- The two Woodpeckers 
are carved on a piece of wood which was blown 
off a tree by lightning.  Appropriately, it has genuine 
Woodpecker holes in it !    2- Is a copy of my hand and 
two abstract pieces, one from a single piece of wood 
with the families initials B S J on it.  3- Is a dragon 
carved from a wooden egg the size of a large hens 
egg holding a pearl of knowledge.   4- A family love 
spoon. We live in Bellwether Cottage so there is a 
Bellwether at the top followed by Sheila and me as 
the two balls in a cage and so on with each section 

having a meaning and finally ending with Sheila and me “Spooning” together.    

Our next ZOOM talk.
Next Tuesday, 8th June, Howard Slater will be speaking about Audrey Hepburn. 
We will learn more about the extraordinary life of this famous actress and 
fashion icon including her wartime experiences, her family, and working as a 
UN Ambassador.   Please connect from 10:45 onwards so that our speaker can 
commence his talk promptly at 11:00.  It would be helpful if you could let Steve 
know in advance that you plan to attend.  There are 3 ways of connecting  :  
•Using the ZOOM link that all members will receive in an email on the morning 
of the talk. •By clicking on this link :  www.us02web.zoom.us/j/83480418745
?pwd=QmxGQk1VL0dST1J1RFMxMEhkd29EZz09    •Through the Member 
Area tab on our WEBSITE (password will be included in your email on the 
morning of the talk). Select ZOOM MEETINGS LINKS and then CLICK HERE 
on the line of this month’s meeting. Members will be “muted” during the course 
of the talk.  Questions can be submitted at any time using the “CHAT” button on 
the bottom of your screen, selecting “Steve Challis” as the recipient and typing 
in the question. Steve will put as many of the questions as time allows to Howard 
Slater at the conclusion of his talk.  Any member who has not yet participated 
in a ZOOM talk and has any questions about using ZOOM or would like to 
have a trial run, should contact Steve Challis or myself.                            John Alsop

                                                       www.bdwca.org.uk             contributed by Brian Monk



And finally...

Even in these dark days there are still enough reasons to celebrate !

In June we pay tribute to the parents of the following people :

Sorry, June appears to be not a popular month for births.
No people this month, just one person :

David Jones on the 26th.

Give him a ring and say “Happy Birthday” !

Please let us know if your birthday is also in June but is not mentioned.

The editor always has the last word.....

I would like to say a very warm "thank you" to those people who have, 
with their contributions, made this issue of proBITS possible - take a bow !

Contributions for the next issue are very welcome (if not essential) - and you 
still have enough time on your hands !     More details on page 2.

Receipt before the end of this month would be much appreciated.
It gives (just) enough time to prepare the next issue.


