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INTRODUCTION
“proBITS” is published for Probus Members.  It is our response to the Covid-19 
or Corona Virus, being the cause to postpone our lunch meetings until further 
notice.   The Committee of Probus Club Horley & District wants to stay in touch 
with the Members and for the Members to stay in touch with each other.   
It  is very important, in the situation we find ourselves in, to be “connected”.   
Complete  isolation from our friends/family is a dangerous thing.  The vast 
majority of our Members have access to email and those without will receive 
“proBITS” in printed form.   Hopefully, they’ll submit their words of wisdom in a 
more traditional manner, like delivery by hand, snailmail or even pigeonpost !   
Contributors also receive a print. 

The  “proBITS” newsletter can only exist successfully with the cooperation of all 
Members concerned, that must be obvious to everybody.   
I plead therefore with all Members to make a contribution, however small.

The email address for “proBITS”  contributions is :
jpdl.probus@icloud.com

As a guideline : maximum about 850 words for a 2 page spread. 
If pics submitted, deduct 30 words per pic.

Text in plain A4 Word document/email.  
Pics sent separately, in JPG or JPEG format, 

NOT embedded in your document.
Please note : your copy may be edited !

 If you submit early enough you’ll receive a proof print.

Please email or mail your contribution for the next issue, to be received before 
the end of this month.  Each edition will land in your mailbox on the first Tuesday 
of the month. Many organisations publicise a newsletter of some sort to their 
members.   Virtually all of them struggle to get pages filled.   I really hope that 
the ProBus Club of Horley & District, with all its Members having (had) interesting 
professional lives and interests, will prove to be an exception to the rule.
And no, you can’t use the excuse that you don’t have the time .....             editor

There’s no need to wait  -  you can submit NOW  !    
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An unexpected bonus.
The three of us were sitting on the couch, a couple of weeks ago. She at one 
end, me on the other and the dog in the middle.  Suddenly she leaned over and 
said in a warm voice : “You know, this virus thing has one unexpected bonus.  
I can now spend a lot more time at home with you.”  When I smiled, turned my 
head and looked at her, I realised she was talking to the dog.

In mid 1782 Mozart wrote a canon in b flat major titled “Leck mich im Arsch”.
It’s translated as : “kiss my arse”.  Yes, it does exist and was meant as a party 
piece for his friends.   Here’s a link to a performance, just click on it to watch…
   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VsieYM4NZE
Although it was written to be performed by only 6 voices, this is a full choir.
Surprisingly, the choir managed to perform it without cracking-up with laughter.   
I suppose they must have practised the piece a lot in order to be able to keep a 
straight face.  Interesting to see that there are quite a few minors in the choir…..

100 years ago in the New York Times :
“On April 2nd, Albert Einstein, a Theoretical Physicist, 
will hold a lecture in New York City.  The subject of 
his lecture is his new “Theory of Relativity”  He will 
be welcomed and introduced by our Mayor, Mr. John 
Francis Hylan”.   Later Einstein published an essay, “My 
First Impression of the U.S.A.”, in which he tried briefly to 
describe some characteristics of Americans.....

Interesting ?
The Japanese national anthem, origin in the 10th century, is only 5 lines (long). 
Translated, it is something like :

May the reign of the Emperor
continue for eight thousand generations

for the eternity that it takes
for small pebbles to grow into a great rock

and become covered with moss
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Once upon a time, when Julie Andrews celebrated her birthday.....
Julie made a special appearance at Manhattan’s Radio City Music Hall.
One of the numbers she sang was “My Favourite Things” from the legendary 
movie “Sound of Music”  but with the following lyrics :

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up with string,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

 When the pipes leak, 
 When the bones creek,
 When the knees go bad,
 I simply remember my favourite things
 And then I don’t feel so bad.

Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy food or food cooked with onions,
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin’,
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin’
And we won’t mention our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

 When the joints ache,
 When the hips break,
 When the eyes grow dim,
 Then I remember the great life I’ve had,
 And then I don’t feel so bad. 
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A Grand Day out.
We were working in Puerto Rico and on this occasion our wives had joined us, 
spending their time during the day by the hotel pool or sightseeing whilst we 
were working. The Virgin Islands are but an hour’s flight from Puerto Rico.  The 
island of St Thomas’ capital, Charlotte Amelie, is within easy reach and has 
a duty-free cruise line port with a good reputation for dealing in gemstones. 
The island also has a beautiful beach, Magen’s Beach, a typically clear 
blue water bay with white sand and palm tree surround. Brenda had always 
wanted emerald earrings. Knowing Charlotte Amelie’s reputation, prior to 
our UK departure I took a jeweller friend’s advice on how to recognise good 
quality emeralds and their likely cost. For our first free weekend in Puerto Rico I 
asked the hotel concierge  to book us day-return flights from Puerto Rico which 
allowed us some ten hours on St Thomas. An early flight saw the four of us in 
Charlotte Amelie by10 am. We arranged to go our own ways for a couple 
of hours and meet up later. Brenda and I spent the time window shopping in 
the street with wall-to-wall jewellery shops. To our advantage there were no 
cruise ships in port and save for the few people holidaying, the streets were 
quiet.  Brenda’s cut glass English accent had the shopkeepers confused as to 
where we had come from, especially as there were no cruise passengers in 
town. We explained we had come from Puerto Rico, and were well aware of St 
Thomas’ tourist prices and what a reasonable price was by comparison. Having 
chosen some stones we made a ”take it or leave it” offer which was far below 
their price. With just us as customers I reckoned we were in a buyer’s market 
and they accordingly accepted. With several hours remaining we asked the 
jeweller to keep them safe until our return later in the day.  After meeting up with 
our friends for a serious Long Island Iced tea refresher, we returned to Magen’s 
Beach. The place was relatively deserted and we had the cafes and changing 
rooms almost to ourselves. We spent an idyllic afternoon lolling on sun beds, 
swimming in beautiful clear blue water and sustained by local cuisine. Returning 
to town posed a transport problem. Unsurprisingly, there were no taxis on the 
prowl so Brenda asked the barman at our café to phone for a taxi. He was 
bowled over by this lady with the “posh” accent and volunteered to take us 
back. If you ever need to be ferried about and bounced around in the back 
of a beaten up Chevy pickup driven by a wannabe racing driver I know just 
the man. After picking up the emeralds we returned to PR and were back in the 
hotel by midnight.  A grand day out. Getting the stones mounted in the UK by 
our jeweller friend concluded our adventure.                        contributed by John Startup
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ZOOM meeting 13th March.     19 members participated.
This meeting included a talk by Sally Scofield and Mark Mullalley of NatWest.
The following is a résumé :
The loss due to frauds and scams in the UK in 2019 was estimated at £1.2 bn. 
You are now more likely to be a victim of fraud in the UK than any other crime. 
The presentation was about keeping safe and covered scams that have risen 
significantly during the pandemic and gave tips on what to look for and how to 
stay safe and secure.  We were given lots of examples and urged to report every 
scam so that stronger cases can be built and the police have more information 
to investigate and stop these criminals.
We were given the following tips on how to become more fraud proof :
•try to shop on-line with websites you know and trust, 
•if you see a deal that looks too good to be true from a website you’ve never 
heard of, it probably is, so do your homework and if you still have doubts, don’t 
make the purchase,
•use a credit card wherever possible e.g. MasterCard or Visa for payment, 
which gives some protection against losing your money,
•if an on-line seller asks you to send money direct from your bank account it 
could be a scam and if they fail to deliver you will lose your money,
•be sceptical of unsolicited phone calls, texts or emails asking for personal 
details like your name, date of birth, address or bank details, criminals are 
looking to harvest your information,
•a bank or the Police will never ask for a full PIN or password, or ask you to 
move money from your account
•once criminals have your details, they will often call you, pretending to be 
from your bank’s fraud team, trying to persuade you to move your money to a 
‘safe account’ or give them your card details, 
•if asked to ring back to show the caller is genuine, leave it 15 minutes or 
phone someone you know in the interim to ensure the line has cleared,
•frequently change your passwords and definitely use a unique one for your 
bank and email accounts.
Current scams :
•delivery scams, using fake DPD, Yodel, DHL, ParcelForce or Royal Mail 
emails to collect personal information.
•purchase scams, offering goods for sale that don’t exist such as pets, mobile 
phones, etc, via auction sites or on social media. 
•coronavirus vaccination scams, with a link to a fake NHS website including 
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an application form to register for the vaccine and asking for various personal 
and bank details, 
•coronavirus tax refund, fake emails, texts and calls claiming entitlement to a 
support grant or tax-rebate due to coronavirus. 
•offers to make quick money.  If someone offers you money to use your bank 
account, refuse and alert the police.  If someone is pressuring you to make a 
quick investment decision, don’t, delay whilst you think about it or check it out.
•on dating web sites people are not always who they seem to be.  They can, 
over a period of time, gain trust and emotional commitment before asking for 
money, e.g. air fares, medicines, short term loans etc.  Take care and trust your 
instincts. However, if you think you’ve been scammed remember that you are 
not alone and shouldn’t feel embarrassed so talk to someone and report it.  You 
will help protect others from becoming a victim as well.

Diary Note :
Following on from our first successful ZOOM meeting, I have put together a 
programme of on-line meetings until we can all meet up again face to face.  
For  13th April we have James Dickenson giving a talk titled “ King Henry II 
and the Empire of the Devil”. Henry II was possibly one of our greatest kings, 
a master statesman, law maker and warrior. There is a lot more to him than his 
dispute with Thomas Becket.  For 11th May we have Brad Ashton giving a talk 
titled “The job of a Laughtime”. The talk is about the fun Brad had writing Radio & 
TV series for top comedians including Tommy Cooper, Les Dawson, Dick Emery, 
Frankie Howerd, Bruce Forsyth, Hylda Baker, Hattie Jacques, David Frost and 
Bob Monkhouse.   For 8th June we have Howard Slater giving a talk on Audrey 
Hepburn. This is a chance to learn more about the extraordinary life of a famous 
actress, her wartime experiences and her family. As this is on the day we would 
normally be holding one of our “Ladies Lunches” I would encourage you to 
invite your wives. John Alsop will set up the Zoom meeting as usual and for 
those who sign up he will send out a link in advance so all you need do is click 
to join. The meetings will start at 10.45. Hopefully most of you are now familiar 
with ZOOM but should anyone be nervous or unsure I can arrange a trial and 
talk you through how to join.  Email reminders will be sent out two weeks before 
each meeting asking you to confirm or not if you wish to join.  Finally, if there 
are any topics you would like to hear a presentation on please let me know and 
I will endeavour to find a suitable speaker.
       contributed bySteve Challis 

(John Alsop functions as “ZOOM-MASTER”  ed)
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Horse Doctors.
Yet another set of uncanny coincidences which make nonsense of the laws 
of probability. We were working in Louisville, Kentucky and booked in to the 
Holiday Inn at Shirley Heights. Just another hotel as far as I was concerned 
and close to the manufacturing site we were due to audit. As was normal, our 
reservation was made a few weeks in advance. Arriving late on Saturday we 
were staggered to find the hotel full of fellows wearing  flat caps and speaking  
English in a broad ”Have you got a  light boy ?” East Anglian accent.They could 
not figure out why we were puzzled as to their presence. Two words solved 
that little problem “Kentucky Derby”. Not having the slightest interest in horse 
racing, I had made  the hotel reservation completely unaware that  the Kentucky 
Derby is run at Shirley Heights race track and our work schedule coincided 
with race day. All these guys were either breeders, bloodstock experts, bookies 
or jockeys, all from Newmarket and all convening to watch  a few minutes of 
horses being raced round a dirt track culminating in a bloodstock sale. An alien 
race of beings talking oddly and using strange terms and phrases.  Ah well, 
“chacon  á son goût” I suppose.  That evening had a Roy Orbison tribute band 
in the bar. The sort of act one finds at a Warner leisure hotel for golden oldies. 
What with that and what passes for beer in Kentucky made for a memorable 
evening, a piece of  old England in the deep south. Goodness Gracious Me, if 
you think that incident was a fluke, read on !  On Sunday evening we decided 
to eat  out and noted the advert for an Indian restaurant some ten miles out of 
town. Entering the restaurant we were greeted by an Indian in full traditional 
dress from Turban to curly boots. He asked us if we were familiar with Indian 
cuisine and was taken aback by finding two Brits fully conversant with the menu. 
He sheepishly apologised for the fact that the curries and kormas had been 
adapted for the American palette, way off the flavours we were expecting. 
His demeanour and speech did not fit the job he was doing. He was in fact 
a Doctor whose medical degree was not recognised in the USA and he was 
studying for the necessary qualification to achieve recognition. The greeter’s 
job was financing his college fees. When we explained why and what we were 
doing in Kentucky of all places he froze for a moment  and in utter disbelief told 
us that before he emigrated to America, he was on the government committee 
which drafted the regulations governing medicinal manufacture which in turn 
gave rise to the need for site audits. Here we were, face to face with our raison 
d’être - living proof that his work had not gone unheeded.   

contributed by John Startup
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Photo of the month
will YOURS be here, in the next issue ?

© John De Lang
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Page Ten Teaser

Across : 
1 - Plant an antelope in a hole !  (6) 
4 - Foreign noblemen seen on election night ?  (6) 
7 - Girl is wandering in Laos (6) 
9 - Rejects folios held by fictional Scottish policeman (7) 
12 - Thank the weeder for American water (5) 
13 - It’s not wrong when American architect loses his head (5) 
15 - Sounds like a levy on nails ! (5) 
16 - Passage where ale is consumed (5) 
17 - The tedium of top ten nuisance calls (5) 
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18 - It’s acceptable to run away (5) 
19 - Game to catch a dance ?  (7) 
23 - Provide help, like relative temperature (6) 
24 - Maybe it’s sin to compel (6) 
25 - Put your foot down to make a sale, we hear (6) 

Down :
1 - Design section of station for large estate (10) 
2 - Comic book representation of tragic harp ?  (7,3) 
3 - A single refrain that encompasses everything ! (8) 
4 - Fruit of the forest once again ?  (4) 
5 - The language of our dubious ancestors (4) 
6 - Volunteers take notes to a Welshman (4) 
8 - Rebuild grain silo for primaries (9) 
10 - Visual acuity is a surprising shared gift (10) 
11 - The way of the sage shows urban resourcefulness (10) 
14 - Follow tube at rear of vehicle (8) 
20 - Starting early Victorian engines now is not at all odd (4) 
21 - Fifty follow graduate to a single island (4) 
22 - A pinch of salt at the end ?  (4)

SOLUTION proBITS 12 - March21 :
Across : 1 - Flea, 4 - Peaks, 8 - Buddleia, 9 - Duet, 10 - Flue, 11 - Omelette, 
12 - Twinge, 14 - Answer, 16 - Contract, 19 - Lime, 20 - Blur, 21 - Ornament, 
22 - Talon, 23 - Aura. 
Down : 2 - Ladle, 3 - Anemone, 4 - Plane, 5 - Address, 6 - Scent, 7 - Curlew, 
13 - Natu-ral, 14 - Antenna, 15 - Ermine, 17 - Owlet, 18 - Acorn, 19  -Lemur. 

Interesting ?
In West Virginia a dentist is only alowed to anaesthetize a patient if there’s a 
third person present, who has an unrestricted view of the patient at all times.

ATTORNEY : This myasthenia gravis, does it affect your memory at all ?
WITNESS :  Yes.
ATTORNEY : In what ways ?              WITNESS :  I can’t remember things.
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My second cock up...
The reason that I was sent to the East End site, mentioned in the last issue of 
proBITS, was because the site had been waiting a year for re-design.  This was 
after the Ronan Point collapse and the hushed-up fact that the test pile had 
failed due to soil falling into the concrete.  My brief was to discretely do a set of 
three new test piles and then get on with the piling asap.  The 3’6” diameter piles 
(sixty foot deep, undereamed) had been set out professionally (pins buried in 
a bucket of lime mortar) a year before, by our in-house design team and I was 
told that the setting out had been agreed by all parties.  As soon as the structure 
was up a couple of 
floors and rising at a 
floor per week, I had 
time to start the two-
storey car park at 
the back.  Two weeks 
later, I set out the last 
twenty foot deep 
column base in the 
yellow hatched area 
and got the grab digger working. The driver then asked “ere gov, how is a 
rubbish skip going to get into the bin area when we are putting a six foot wide 
column in the middle of the doorway ?”   Outwardly I maintained my confident 
composure but inwardly my ego dropped about three feet and I was grateful 
my trousers were tucked in my wellies. It suddenly dawned on me that several 
thousand tons of concrete were probably in the wrong place !  On asking the 
design team how they set the piles out, the reply was, “We moved it over a bit 
to miss the northern line tunnels.” I thought to myself  ”I wish someone had told 
me that before I randomly set out the test piles.” The position where the building 
was supposed to be is shown by the red box.  The solution was to reduce the car 
park upper floor by the area shown in yellow, to give lorry access into the bin 
area. Fortunately for us, the Client’s Team did not object to this change.  Then, 
45 years later, in 2014, I read a Rail Accident Report which showed that both 
tunnels were outside the site, under City Road and only 43 feet deep. Another 
job’s small 15-inch pile had penetrated the tunnel and caused major disruption 
to the trains.   If I had drilled one of our serious sized piles through the line, it 
would probably have been the end of my career in construction !

contributed by Roy O’Donnell
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Choosing your employer.
The following is more of a warning to those setting off on the path to business.
In the late 70s and early 80s I worked in the Consulting section of Binder 
Hamlyn which was one of the large Accountancy firms.  The assignments were 
in many industries and we had to tackle all sorts of problems.  Most of the 
time I enjoyed the jobs coming my way, often working with a small group of 
experienced and very able chaps from other disciplines (labour relations , stock 
control and what they now call “forensic accounting”). I was told that if my 
career proceeded satisfactorily and there were no major “cock ups” there was 
a reasonable prospect of becoming a partner.  In theory this would have been 
a wonderful opportunity but the one problem was that I was working away 
from home practically every week from early Monday to late Friday. I therefore 
decided to get a job based in the South East, enabling me to be at home more, 
eventually working for Brent Chemicals where I stayed until they were taken over 
in the early 90s.  But, as the saying goes, that’s another story.  In the meantime, 
Binder Hamlyn (BH) had became the defendants in an important legal battle 
in 1995.  An  American company (ADT) had taken over Britannia Securities 
Group (BSG), having made it clear that the final decision to do so was based 
on confirmation from BH that the accounts were in order.  ADT later determined 
that BSG was actually only worth a fraction of what they paid and sued BH for 
the difference.  At the end of the case heard in the English High Court, Mr Justice 
May agreed with ADT and made an award of £65 million.  After accrued 
interest and costs were included, the amount totalled £105 million.  BH intended 
to appeal but given the uncertainty of litigation and wishing to bring an end to 
a case which had already lasted 7 years, negotiated an out of court settlement 
of £53 million.  As BH was an unlimited partnership, each partner was “equally 
and severally” liable for this amount.  It worked out at being an average charge 
to each partner of about £2 million.  I felt very sorry for the many partners who 
had nothing to do with the disastrous audit.  Even partners who had retired, or 
simply left the company for other jobs, were still liable and I shiver at the thought 
that I could so easily have been one of them.  Immediately after this case there 
was a stampede by audit and legal partnerships to change from unlimited to 
limited liability status.    Going into business ?    Remember two golden rules :
1. Never become a partner in an unlimited partnership.
2. Always hold important assets (property, investments etc) in joint 
ownership with your wife or partner.

contributed by Arthur Meaton
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Highlighting a Local Club or Organisation.

It seems to be extremely difficult for many people who run Horley clubs to 
muster enthusiasm in getting their club some free publicity.

In March I contacted several clubs, asking for a contribution in the form of a 
piece like proBITS has had in previous editions, using the “contact us” section 
on their websites.   I explained what we are etc.  
I offered to send an example of previous “club highlights”, so that they would 
know what we’re after.

In one case (the Horley Bridge club) I emailed  ALL  SEVEN contacts of their 
club AND made a phone call.  I actually spoke with the secretary - all without 
any result.

At another club, the Triumph Motor Owners Club, the Public Relations officer 
emailed me back with the email address of the Surrey Branch, saying : “I am 
sure they would be delighted to connect with you and assist with a piece for 
your journal”.   Unfortunately, neither of us were “delighted”.

So, this month no “highlight” - maybe next month.....

If you are a member or know of a club or organisation (with a local presence)
that has “leading members who DO care” - please let me know.
         
         editor

NOT
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From John Alsop, our ”ZoomMaster“, the following :
Please remember that on Tuesday 13th April we have James Dickenson giving 
a talk titled “King Henry II and the Empire of the Devil”.  Henry II was possibly 
one of our greatest kings, a master statesman, law giver and warrior and there is 
a lot more to him than his dispute with Thomas Becket.  Therefore, this should be 
an extremely testing and informative talk.   It will be delivered by Zoom again 
and members are asked to connect from 10.45H onwards so that our speaker 
can commence his talk promptly at 11.00H.
 
Those members who have already expressed their interest to Steve in attending 
will receive the connection link in an email to their preferred email address on 
the morning of the talk.  Alternatively, you can click on this link :  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84610125544?pwd=S2VVZDRBbmFXNHVmU
XlHcHlIQUVvZz09
 
We will use the same system for questions as last time.   During the course of the 
talk, all members will be muted but can submit questions at any time by using 
the “Chat” button on the Zoom screen, selecting either Steve or Everyone as the 
recipient and typing in their question. Steve will then put as many of these that 
time allows,  to our speaker at the end of his talk.
 
Those members who have not participated in a Zoom talk before and would like 
a trial run, or have any questions regarding using Zoom : please contact either 
Steve Challis (our Speaker Secretary) or myself.”  

New proBITS schedule.
proBITS was “traditionally” issued on the second Tuesday - the day we would 
normally have lunch.  Because we now have Zoom meetings/presentations on 
this day, from now on proBITS will be delivered to you on the first Tuesday.   
This means that every month there are now two Tuesdays to look forward to !

PS.    The other day somebody asked why proBITS is called an “occasional” 
publication.  The answer is simple : it is the Corona virus, which we hope will 
very much be an “occasion” instead of a permanent presence ! 
           editor



And finally...

Even in these dark days there are still enough reasons to celebrate !

In April we pay tribute to the parents of the following people :

Brian Monk arrived on the 3rd.
On the 4th Jim Williamson saw the light of day.

On the 15th David Brunning increased his family with one.
Arthur Meaton chose the 29th to appear.

Roy O’Donnell thought that was a good idea
and also picked the 29th.

Please let us know if your birthday is also in April but is not mentioned.

The editor always has the last word.....

I would like to say a very warm "thank you" to those people who have, 
with their contributions, made this issue of proBITS possible - take a bow !

Contributions for the next issue are very welcome (if not essential) - and you 
still have enough time on your hands !     More details on page 2.

Receipt before the end of this month would be much appreciated.
It gives (just) enough time to prepare the next issue.


